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Vestry News    
 

 

Visioning Meeting  

 

O n May 1st after worship, about 60 of us gathered in Fellowship Hall to share ideas regarding the 

vision of the church. Jim Howie, our Council moderator, started off by reviewing some of the 

past visioning meetings and their outcome: 

 

-Sanctuary lighting, vitality program, new signage, adult mission trip, and the North Star Vision  

and Master Planning Committees 

 

Being the Hospitality Beacon for the Community 

From January through April, the North Star Vision Team has asked individuals plus Ministry teams to 

fill out a survey on the physical infrastructure of the church and the outside area. A graph was dis-

played showing the feedback from the congregation. This is also available via a UCCB Dropbox.  

 

Walker Royce presented a summary of what the team heard.  It was summarized in 7 themes: 

 

1. Outdoor Welcome 

2. Indoor Welcome 

3. Kitchen 

4. Outdoor Gathering Space 

5. Large Gathering Space 

6. Indoor Small Meeting Space 

7. Fellowship Hall 

 

Nancy Settle-Murphy explained the World Café process to us and we got started. Everyone went to 

two of the seven tables (one for each theme) to which they wanted to contribute. After coming up 

with ideas for improvements, each table summarized their three top priorities. After the sharing of all 

themes, we were each given three dots to weigh in on our favorite ideas from the seven categories. 

Council will compile the results by the end of May and communicate those results to the congregation. 

By end of June, draft specifications will be drawn up. See page 5 for more photos. 
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Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings Friends, 

 

I followed the school bus into the industrial park.  It 

paused between two long, low buildings and then 

students poured out, while I found a place to park.  

In the foyer, students awkwardly balanced while re-

moving their shoes, stowing them in the rooms of 

cubbies created for that purpose; one for women, 

one for men.  I followed the crowd through a small 

shop, stocked with rather exotic-looking food.  Lin-

coln, who was celebrating his 12th birthday by having 

his mom chaperone a school field trip, saw a gift 

shop; I encouraged him to look closer and he real-

ized it was a small grocery store. 

 

Walking down a hallway we entered a room that 

reminded me of your average function hall at an Elks 

lodge.  Until we saw the large, colorful, spot-lit, gold-

painted altar at the front of the room.  Then it was 

like we had entered a different world. 

 

We were lucky to be guests of BAPS (http://

www.baps.org), a Hindu temple in Lowell, as part of 

a middle school social studies unit called Holy 

C.O.W. (Cultures of the World).  Students would 

be visiting a Jewish temple, Buddhist meditation cen-

ter, Muslim mosque, and other faith communities as 

well as this Hindu temple.  I was able to only chaper-

one one section of the field trips, so I selfishly chose 

BAPS as I’d never had the chance to be in a Hindu 

temple before. 

 

We sat on the floor, as the BAPS community does in 

worship, on the “male” side of the low red wall that 

separates women from men during those services of 

prayer.  Three college-age young men told us about 

the temple’s history, beliefs and practices.  These 

volunteers lead education programs for youth at the 

temple, and showed great patience with our stu-

dents, matched only by the wealth of their knowl-

edge.  We also met the priest of the temple.  He and 

his family live at the temple, where it is his responsi-

bility to care for the idols. 

 

Oh, the idols!  Some looked to be made from porce-

lain, at least one shone with gold paint.  We heard 

about the ceremony for new idols, when the spirit of 

the divine is actually “placed” into the idol.  The di-

vine spirit is not trapped in the idol, but dwells hap-

pily therein, cared for by the priest.  He cares for 

their clothing, “feeds” them, even puts them to sleep 

at night, pulling heavy red curtains around the altar.  

It was fascinating to think about the differences be-

tween his job and mine. 

 

I saw and heard so many fascinating things.  Some 

were so inspiring:  the commitment to nonviolence, 

extending to the vegetarian diet; and in this branch 

of Hinduism they teach that the word “guru” means 

“one who brings light”.  On the other hand, patriar-

chy was evident everywhere, as all the leaders were 

men and all the primary stories were about men. 

 

I share all this with you in the hopes that you might 

have a similar experience this summer.  Maybe you 

won’t visit a Hindu temple, but I hope that some-

place you go or some experience you have will feel 

wonderfully new, opening you up to sights and 

sounds and experiences you hadn’t considered be-

fore.  Attending worship in a different faith commu-

nity is one way to do that.  Go with a friend to their 

community of faith, so they can share with you what 

is happening and why.  Or worship at a different 

church - even a different UCC church will present 

unexpected moments. 

 

Of course, you don’t need to be in a house of wor-

ship to experience something new.  Hike a new path, 

read a book you usually would pass by, cook a meal 

with an ingredient you’ve never used before.  So 

many ways to stretch outside of your comfort zone!  

And then bring all that back with you – to UCCB, 

and into your life.  I’d love to hear about your adven-

tures! 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Cindy 

 

http://www.baps.org
http://www.baps.org


 
P A G E  3  

C O N T .  O N  N E X T  P A G E  

Summer  Worship Schedule 

 

June 5.  Communion and Prayer Shawl Blessing.  On this first Sunday of the month, we share the sacrament of Communion.  We 

will come forward to dip the bread in the cup.  We will also bless the beautiful prayer shawls created by the Prayerful Threads 

Ministry Team.  These prayer shawls bring the care and comfort of UCCB to people around the world. 

 

June 12.  Spiritual Nurture Celebration!  So much to celebrate…  We will bless graduates, mission trip participants, and scholar-

ship recipients.  We’ll show our gratitude to the junior choir.  Second graders will receive bibles. If you’re a second grader or a 

graduate let Rev. Cindy know! 

 

June 19.  Rev. Cindy preaches on our last Sunday before summer worship begins. 

 

June 26.  Joint worship with South Acton Congregational Church (SACC) begins.  Held at UCCB, with Rev. Liz Magill preaching. 

 

July 3.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

July 10.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

July 17.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Liz preaching.  Nursery care provided. 

 

July 24.  Worship at UCCB, with Rev. Cindy preaching.  Tabitha, a scholar with Education for All Children, will join us for wor-

ship.  Nursery care provided. 

 

July 31.  Worship shifts to SACC.  Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Aug. 7.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Aug. 14.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Liz preaching. 

 

Aug. 21.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Aug. 28.  Worship at SACC, with Rev. Cindy preaching. 

 

Sept. 3.  On this Sunday of Labor Day weekend, we return to worship at UCCB. 

 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP AND PASTORAL COVERAGE 

As is our custom, we will be sharing summer worship with South Acton Congregational Church, a beautiful ecumenical partner-

ship.  SACC is located at 35 School Street in Acton. 

 

Shared worship will begin June 26, at UCCB, and continues here through July 24.  August 7 worship moves to South Acton, where 

we continue to worship with folks from SACC through Aug. 28.  Sept. 3 both churches return to their own settings.   

 

SACC has welcomed an interim pastor, Rev. Liz Magill.  She was the founder of Worcester Fellowship, the outdoor church by and 

for people experiencing homelessness in the Worcester area.  Most Sundays, Rev. Liz preaches in Boxborough and Rev. Cindy 

preaches in South Acton. 

 

Cindy and Liz also provide pastoral coverage for each other during the summer.  June 20 through July 17, Rev. Liz is providing 

pastoral coverage for both churches while Rev. Cindy is on vacation and study time.  For more details and updates, see the Flash 

or contact the church office. 
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SUMMER NURSERY CARE 
This year we will once again offer nursery care during worship when we’re at UCCB.  June 26 – July 24 Miss 

Megan will be available to play with second graders and younger in the Boxborough Children Center space. 

 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS - Summer Changes 
Rev. Cindy will hold her “out of office” hours as usual on June 7 and 14 from 10 to 11:30 am at Legend Cafe.  “Out of office” 

hours will then be on hiatus for the rest of the summer.  Rev. Cindy is still available for meetings throughout the summer (except 

when she is on vacation / study leave).  Contact her at 978-263-7387 or cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com 

 

 

INVITATION TO JOIN IN WORSHIP 
Every week we have wonderful people helping to create worship.  Ushers, choir, lay readers – and the whole congregation!  

Sometimes we ask folks to jump in and help with a special reading, or a little drama, or a special liturgy.  These opportunities often 

happen without a lot of notice and little to no rehearsal.  Would you like to add your name to a list of potential participants?  You 

can always decline if something doesn’t work for your schedule or a particular theme / reading doesn’t interest you.  We’d just 

like to involve as many people as possible!  If you’d like to know more or sign up, please contact Rev. Cindy 

(cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com).  

 

Finance Update 
Through April 2016, year-to-date income and expenses are on track with the budget we 

approved in January.  Thank you all for honoring your financial commitment to support 

our staff, programs, and facilities – and thank you for all the ways in which you contrib-

ute to the vitality and mission of this faith community!  

 

Here are a few highlights of income or expense so far this year: 

 An additional $350 has been received to fund the current Northstar vision process. 

 We received a workers compensation premium audit refund of $390 which will pro-

vide a one-time cost reduction this year. 
 We collected and distributed $390 toward One Great Hour of Sharing special col-

lection.  One Great Hour is a Christian effort to empower, provide water, supply 

food, and give relief from disasters.  Our contributions, when combined with those 

of other congregations, more powerfully bring resources to bear to support those 

in need. 
 

The investment team continues to implement our investment policy and manage funds in 

a fashion consistent with our policy.  The stock market has been volatile this year, but 

we are pleased to say that our returns are positive through the end of April.   

 

Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to a member of the Finance 

Team (Paul Brookes, Dave Pavlik, Kellie Senghas, and Cindy Warwick). 

 

 

 

mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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Table 4 contemplates the Outdoor gathering 

space (left) 

 

Below, Andy Loverud and Peter Senghas 

communicate some of the ideas from the 

Fellowship Hall table. 

 

At the bottom of the page, you can see the 

various tables set up to exchange ideas and 

prioritize. 

 

V I S I O N I N G  M E E T I N G  C O N T .  
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The Saturdays Bring a Fun-filled Evening for a Great Cause! 
 

On Saturday, April 30th at 7 pm, The Saturdays hosted a concert in our sanctuary with 50% of net proceeds to benefit the Virginia 

Thurston Healing Garden in Harvard, MA.   What a fabulous evening for the 50 or so members of the congregation, their family 

and friends, and members of our community to come by and enjoy an evening of music for a great cause.  Through ticket and re-

freshment sales as well as direct donations made that evening, we were able to send $430 to the Healing Garden to support their 

programs and services. 

 

We hope to use a portion of the ticket and refreshment sales to begin a fund to bring additional concerts to our church in the 

future, similarly benefiting worthy organizations in our community – whether near or far. 

 

Thank you to The Saturdays for donating their time, energy, and talent! 

Make Your Own Greeting Cards—June 26th 
Sponsored by Called to Care 

Connie and Elizabeth Brown have taken up a creative hobby—making greeting cards.  

This activity idea was passed on to Called to Care and they thought this would be a fun activ-

ity to offer. Marjorie from “StampIn Up” will show us the card making technique with her 

different papers, stamps and accents. 

 

The class is $10  per person and each person will be able to make 3-4 cards.  

 

The class will be held after church on Sunday June 26th from 10:45PM—12:45PM 

 

There will be a sign up sheet in the Gathering Room so she can have a head count. 

The winner of the guitar raffle— 

Paul DiPaolo! The Saturdays starting from the left: Dave Bull, Karen Wilber, Steve Griffin, Sally Griffin 

and Peter Senghas. 
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Help Us Update the Photo Board 
We would love to have your picture! 

It would be so nice to have more recent photos of our friends in the church. Ginny Harris can 

take a photo of you and your family starting in May.  If we are not all set by Rally Day, she can 

take your photo on that day. If you have something recent you would like to share instead, 

please give your picture to Heidi Matthew or Heather in the church office. 

 

 

Help Serve Strawberry Shortcake at Fifer’s Day - June 18  
Fifer’s Day, the Boxborough town fair celebration, is being held this year on Saturday, June 

18th. The day starts with a 4-mile road race at 9:30 AM, then at 11 AM a parade marches 

from Blanchard School to Flerra Meadows (off Stow Road), where the Golden Fife award 

is presented to an outstanding town citizen, and the Boxborough Minutemen cook up a 

feast of chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, and all the trimmings.  

 

Selling delicious strawberry shortcake at Fifer’s Day has become a beloved UCCB tradi-

tion. What could be nicer on a beautiful summer afternoon than eating yummy poundcake 

and two layers of strawberries topped with whipped cream! We hope everyone will come 

and enjoy this delicious treat under the church tent!  

 

We will need some volunteers to serve the strawberry shortcake and collect money from all the hungry customers. If you can 

help for just one hour between 11:30 AM and 4:30 PM, that would be awesome! There is a sign-up poster in the Gathering Room, 

or you can contact Mary Pavlik at mary.j.pavlik@gmail.com or Teresa Howie at howietennis@yahoo.com to volunteer. We will 

need two servers and one cashier for each hour, plus a few people to help take down the tent and pack up at 6 PM. Join us for all 

the fun! 

Christmas in June, July and August…. 
 

The Christmas Decoration Table needs crafters over the summer months.   We are looking for peo-

ple to make ornaments and holiday decorations.   We have ornament kits available that you can pick 

up after Church in the Gathering Room on June 12 & June 19.  If you have ornament ideas, please 

share with us and you are welcomed to work on it at home.  Interested?   Please contact Gloria Roe 

978-264-0052-email gloria.roe@comcast.net or Linda Morse at 978-266-2836.   

 

Mark your FALL Calendar for the following events: 
 

Boxborough Harvest Fest/UCCB Blessing of the Animals – September 10 

UCCB Rally Day -  September 11 

UCCB Neighborhood BBQ -  September 25 

 

mailto:mary.j.pavlik@gmail.com
mailto:howietennis@yahoo.com
mailto:gloria.roe@comcast.net
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Lily and Mason Chen were baptized on May 8th during the service. Megan Chen, is our nursery school attendant on Sunday 

mornings.  Her husband Kong is pictured with Mason, and the godparents are on each end. 

Baptism 

Cradles to Crayons says “THANK YOU!” 

On April 17th, the congregation joined together to assemble care packages for children served by Cradles to Crayons. 
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June Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Jillian Mayo,  06/01 

Dan Smyers , 06/01 

Duncan Brown,  06/02 

Tim Pavlik, 06/03 

Cassie Sierra,  06/05 

Jacquelyn Turner,  06/05 

Nora Michnovez,  06/06 

Evan Morse,  06/08 

James Brookes,  06/08 

Alexandra Allaire,  06/10 

Jeffrey Glidden,  06/11 

Glynis Hamel,  06/13 

Nina Michnovez, 06/13 

Marisol Whitcomb,  06/13 

Marie Migner,  06/15 

Janet Carr, 06/17 

Romie Boyd,  06/18 

Gary Schwarting,  06/18 

Mary Ellen Sweeney,  06/19 

Stefanie Turner, 06/19 

Michael Murphy,  06/19 

Deborah Gray,  6/20 

Christopher Litterio,  06/21 

Diane DeMent,  06/22 

Heidi Matthew,  06/23 

Mary Rohwer,  06/23 

Jim Sidwell, 06/24 

Scott Spalding,  06/24 

Joe Bourdeau,  06/26 

Nicholas Boyd,  06/26 

Hannah Deyst,  06/27 

Darcy Sidwell,  06/27 

Cassandra Nelson,  06/28 

Anne Spalding,  06/29 

Jan Rejto,  06/30 

Heirloom Tomatoes 
 

Over 30 different varieties right here in Boxborough.  

Heirloom tomatoes are past down through generations and 

still maintain their delicious flavor. 

 

Plants for sale - $5 each 

Call George Boyden, 978-263-5418 

 

 



 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

June 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


