
Prayer of Invocation (Alyssa Browning-Gray) — Lay Reader 
  

Passing of the Peace 
 Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 
 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 
 One: God’s peace be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

*Song of Celebration Spirit of the Living God  
 Spirit of the living God, 

 Fall afresh on me.  

 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  
 Spirit of the living God, 
 Fall afresh on me. 
 

Scripture 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 — Lay Reader 
 

*Hymn “God, Creation Sings Your Praises”  (see insert page 1) 
 

Reflection   

 

Anthem Great High Mountain — arranged by Tom Fettke 

 Senior Choir 

 

Celebration of Communion 
This is an open table; everyone is welcome.   
You are invited forward to receive the bread and dip it into the chalice of juice.  
Gluten free crackers are available.   
A server will bring you the elements if you are more comfortable remaining 
seated. 
 Joys and Concerns 
 Invitation to the Feast and Telling the Story             (see insert page 2) 
 
 

Communion Prayer and Jesus’ Prayer 
Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
Thanksgiving Prayer (Unison) 

Thank you, God, for our hands;  
stronger now to touch, reach, hold, serve. 

Thank you, God, for our eyes;  
clearly focused now to see deep needs and gifts  
in all our brothers and sisters. 

Thank you, God, for our tongues;  
free now to speak your praise in love and joy. 

Thank you, God, for our ears;  
tuned now to the cries in our world  
for bread and justice. 

Thank you, God, for our feet;  
running now with you!  Amen. 
 

Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity (Alyssa Browning-Gray) 
 Offertory Music Song of Peace — Edward Broughton  

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication (see insert page 3) 
 

*Closing Hymn “God of Change and Glory” Black NCH 177 

 

 



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

Benediction Aaron’s Old Blessing Made New (Old South Church)  
One: The LORD bless you, and keep you; The LORD make His face to 

shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His 
countenance upon you, And give you peace.’… 

Many: The Earth bless us, and keep us. The Earth make her 
atmosphere to shine upon us, and be gracious to us. The 
Earth lift up her mantle upon us, and give us peace. 

One: Now, let us bless the Earth and keep her well. (All rise in body or 
in spirit. Raise hands of blessing upon the earth.) 

Many: We rain down blessings upon the Earth’s fragile atmosphere; 
blessings to guard her deep imperiled secrets. Blessings to 
keep her ancient fossil fuels safely in the ground—safe and 
deep beneath her crust. Bless you, dear Earth, and peace be 
upon you.  

 

Choral Benediction The Lord Is My Shepherd — Howard Goddall 

 

Postlude Joyous Postlude — Chester Nordman 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

 

ALLERGIES AT UCCB   
Please keep all Fellowship food in the Gathering Room.  There are several 
children in the Boxborough Children’s Center with peanut allergies, and we want 
to make sure we keep them safe and healthy.  Many thanks! 

 

 

 UCCB Mission Statement: 

  Welcoming All 

   Caring for the World 

   Growing in the Spirit 

      
 

 

 

MAY 1, 2016 

 

You cannot get through a single day 
without having an impact on the world around you. 

What you do makes a difference,  
and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make. 

- Jane Goodall 
 

Prelude Simple Gifts — Douglas E. Wagner 
 

Welcome & Announcements  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Introit Jubilate Deo — Michael Praetorius 

 Senior Choir 

 

Call to Worship Old South Church in Boston  — Lay Reader  
One: Let us worship God, Sculptor of crag and canyon,  
  meadow and mountain, vale and volcano. 
Many: Let us worship God, for whom the rocks cry out! 
One: Let us worship God, Painter of bluest sky, brilliant sunset, and   
  blazing star-scape. 
Many: Let us worship God, whose glory the heavens declare! 
One: Let us worship God, Dance-master of gale and grassland,  
  wind and willow, breeze and branch. 
Many: Let us worship God, for whom the trees of the field clap their  
  hands!  
One: Let us worship God, Composer of birdsong and whale call,  
  of harmonies chirped, whinnied, and howled. 
Many: Let us worship God, whose praise all creation sings! 

 

*Gathering Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” Red PH 66  
 

*Please rise as you are able 



 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Greeters – Flo Hanover and Ginny Haskins 
Ushers – Ron and Mary Anne Vogel 

Lay Reader – Catherine Michael 

Called to Care this Week – Diane DeMent 
Deacon – Nancy Stillman 

 

COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

 
CLIMATE INTERNS VISIT 
This morning we welcome worship leaders Alyssa Browning-Gray and Emma Brewer-Wallin.  
They are both climate justice interns with the Mass. Conference of the UCC.  We welcome their 
creativity, energy and passion for the earth! 
 
SPRING VISIONING MEETING! TODAY After Worship 
Join us for a collaborative, creative meeting about the future of UCCB! We will discuss, discern 
and decide our building priorities for the North Star Vision! There will be food, fun and fellowship.  
Probably also post-its, prayers and proposals.  
 
PROJECT LINUS DEADLINE  
Please note that the last day to turn in blankets for delivery this year is Sunday, May 1

st
. 

Thank you! Eanddparkes1@yahoo.com 
 
FLOWERS FOR MOTHER’S DAY 
We invite you to decorate the church sanctuary on Mother’s Day, May 8. 
Last date for signing up will be Sunday, May 1

st
. You may wish to give in memory of someone 

special or in celebration of some special occasion or a special person(s) in your life. Azalea Plant 
- $20 each, African Violet Plant - $5 each. Please sign up on the sheet next to the flower chart.  
All checks should be payable to the church, UCC Boxborough.   
Questions? Call Jackie 978-263-7568. 
 
UCCB CAR WASH 
Car Wash on Saturday, May 14 at United Congregational Church in Boxborough from 9am-1pm.  
Help the Senior High Youth Group raise funds for our mission trip to Washington, DC this July!  
Car Wash ($5) and Vacuum ($5) Questions?  Contact Heidi Kidd at (978) 273-8072 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

God, Creation Sings Your Praises 
Beach Spring 8.7.8.7.D ("God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending") 

 
God, creation sings your praises; mountains echo from afar. 
All your blessings here amaze us; hills rejoice how great you are!  
In the whole of your creation, in each sea and wood and glade, 
We are called to have dominion over all that you have made. 
 
We’ve ignored your wise instruction to take care of what you give. 
For our greed has caused destruction and your world cries out to live. 
Though you’ve given us your bounty by your kind and loving hand, 
In the search for power and money, we’ve abused sea, sky and land. 
 
Lord, you give creation limits so creation will be blessed. 
You set planets in their orbits; you give days for Sabbath rest. 
You make fruit not for consuming, things to stay where they are found, 
And with great disaster looming— fuel to keep within the ground. 
 
Still, your limits aren’t to crush us, or to stifle or devour. 
Sun and tide and wind refresh us, giving light and warmth and power. 
You give new imagination, love to heal our neighbors’ pain, 
Lives to build up your creation till the earth is whole again. 
 
God, you give to us a vision of this world we’re called to seek, 
Where creation joins in singing, where the strong protect the weak, 
Where your people serve each other, wanting only what is best. 
May we work with one another till creation so is blessed. 
 

 

Biblical references: Psalm 148, Genesis 1:26-28; John 13:31-35; Revelation 21:1-6 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844. Harm. James H. Wood, 1958.  Alternate Tune: Nettleton 8.7.8.7.D  
(“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”)  
Text: Copyright © 2016 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.   
"Permission is given for free use of this hymn in local churches."  
Email:  bcgillette@comcast.net    Web Site:  www.carolynshymns.com 
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Invitation to the Feast and Telling the Story (Emma Brewer-Wallin) 

One: Jesus and his followers arrived in Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover -- to celebrate God freeing the people of Israel from 
Pharaoh’s chains.  

Many: It was a time to remember liberation through God.  
One: They gathered together around a table. They prayed together and 

talked together and remembered together.  
Many: And then Jesus took the bread.  
One: He gave thanks for the many hands who baked it and kneaded it 

and harvested the grain. And he gave thanks for the earth from 
which that grain grew, remembering that we, too, are of the earth.  

Many: After he blessed the bread, he broke it, and he shared it with 
all who were gathered there.  

One: They held that broken bread in their hands, reveling in the fragility 
of the land and its potential for bounty.  

Many: After they had eaten their fill, Jesus picked up the cup. 
One: He held that perfectly shaped piece of dried clay, marveling at 

what dirt can do. He blessed the wine and passed it around, and 
they each drank. When that heavenly sweetness touched their 
lips, they too were in awe of what God’s creation can provide.  

Many: As they drank, Jesus said, “This is the cup of the new and 
everlasting covenant.”  

One: New and everlasting! he said. Celebrate liberation through God! 
he said. Feast together with bread and wine! he said.  

Many: Do it forevermore! he said.  
One: As we partake in this age-old meal of bread and wine, we 

remember those who will come after us, for it is our duty to 
ensure that they too can join this sacred feast.  

Many: This holy meal reminds us that we are of the earth. It reminds 
us of the fragility of our world. Even in the brokenness, we 
are surrounded by the power of liberation through God. 
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Prayer of Dedication 
Litany of Recommitment: Keep it in the Holy Ground (Mary Westfall) 

Many: What does our God require of us, but to do justice, love 
kindness, walk humbly. 

One: We, your people, too often forget who we are, and to whom we 
belong.  You have called to us through teachers and prophets, the 
life of Jesus, the yearning of our own hearts.  We hear Earth 
groan for lack of justice, lack of kindness, lack of humility.   We 
long to be your people, to fulfill the covenant, to live in right 
relationship with all that you have made and love. 

Many: What does our God require of us, but to do justice, love 
kindness, walk humbly. 

One: Our footprints are large upon this Holy Ground, and we have 
unleashed the hidden, pools of carbon buried in the heart of 
Earth.  The open, gaping wounds belch gas and oil, fueling our 
love of comfort, our insatiable appetite for more.  The air, so 
precious and finely balanced, becomes tainted by our reckless 
wantonness. 

Many: What does our God require of us, but to do justice, love 
kindness and walk humbly. 

One: We, your people, too often forget who we are, to whom we 
belong, to whom this world belongs.   But your love continues to 
enfold us, your grace transforms us, your spirit emboldens us to 
embrace life, fullness of life for ourselves, the air, the earth, the 
children, yet to come.   

 We recommit to being a people of justice, pursuing wholeness  
 for creation. 
 We recommit to being a community of kindness, drawn together 

for the work of healing and compassion. 
 We recommit to walking humbly, with you, with Earth, with each 

other, that we might, yet, be shown the way to life, abundant. 
Many: What does God require?    
One: Justice, kindness, humble reverence.  
Many: Here I am, God, send me.  Here we are, God, send us!   
 Send us! 
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