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Two different generations sing on Music Sunday. Ted Roe (on the left )sings Dust in the Wind. 

Ted has not played his guitar for over 10 years but he did on this day. Avery on the right belts 

outs Zip-a-dee-doo-dah with her grandmother Marlee (not shown) and with audience participa-

tion. Thank you to Gloria Roe for organizing the 40th Annual Music Sunday and to all of the par-

ticipants. For more pictures of that delightful day go to pages 4 and 5. 

Spring Visioning Meeting!  
Sunday, May 1st   

Immediately After Worship in Fellowship Hall  

 

Please come and join us for a collaborative, creative meeting about the future of UCCB!   There will be 

food, fun and fellowship.  We heard loud and clear in the 2015 Visioning meeting about facility chal-

lenges. 

 

The North Star Vision Team has done a tremendous amount of work to understand facility wants and 

needs, !  They will share feedback from membership Surveys and College meetings, leading into discus-

sions.   Our challenge is to put this information together with our goals of making UCCB become more 

welcoming, helping to care for the world, and to grow in spirit.     

   

Come help us discuss, discern and decide our building priorities.  We need your input!   See you there! 
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Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings friends, 

 

This month we will celebrate Mother’s Day.  The Hallmark aisles are full of pink and 

lavender script praising Mom, the florists are standing by their phones to assuage the 

guilt of far away children, and the Colonial Inn is offering their Mother’s Day Brunch 

Buffet for SIXTY dollars!   

 

Of course, Mother’s Day falls on a Sunday, and many a mom will drag her children 

to worship with her.  As a pastor, I struggle with how to mark this occasion, along 

with the paternal version.  I have NO trouble being grateful to moms (and dads) for 

all their hard work, dedication, and creativity in raising their children.  The struggle, 

for me, is knowing that this is not the reality for everyone who will be sitting in  

worship on Sunday morning. 

 

On any given Sunday, someone in the congregation faced the death of their mother at a very young age.  Or 

their mother died recently.  Someone else desperately wanted to be a mother but never had the chance.  

There will be people in the sanctuary who were abused by their mother, or abandoned by her.  Someone 

has a dad or two but no mother.  Somebody will have been a mother but never felt comfortable in that role, 

and somebody else was deeply hurt by her children.  Someone has been asked who their child’s “real” 

mother is, as if biology is what makes someone a mother.  And someone else is thinking of the child she 

gave up.  Not to mention all the complications I haven’t thought of yet.  And it’s all true again on Father’s 

Day. 

 

And so, as a community of faith, how do we lift up those for whom Mother’s Day is a joy and a treasure, 

while also caring for those for whom it is a burden and a wound?  This isn’t about being “politically correct”, 

it’s about being “pastorally caring”.  Generally speaking, my approach has been, in worship, to lift up in cele-

bration all those who “mother” in countless ways, and hold in prayer all those for whom this day is difficult. 

 

Perhaps it would be most helpful if we returned to the origins of Mother’s Day.  The roots of this “holy day” 

are planted in the soil of a desire for peace and compassion.  In the 1860’s, Ann Jarvis created a committee 

to establish a “Mother’s Friendship Day”, to reunite families who had been divided during the Civil war.  She 

organized “Mother’s Day Work Clubs”, so that women could organize and improve their communities.  Julia 

Ward Howe led a “Mother’s Day” anti-war observance in 1872, accompanied by the famous Mother’s Day 

Proclamation.  Early in the 20th century, Anne Jarvis’ daughter Anna Marie renewed her mother’s efforts, 

which eventually led to President Woodrow Wilson declaring the first national Mother’s Day in 1914.  That 

Mother’s Day was described as a day for American citizens to show the flag in honor of those mothers 

whose sons had died in war. 

 

However, as Anna Marie Jarvis watched the commercialization of Mother’s Day grow, she began to protest 

what the holiday was becoming, and spent the rest of her life and income fighting what she saw as an abuse 

of the celebration.  She was arrested for disturbing the peace in 1948, for protesting against the commer-

cialization of Mother’s Day! 

 

Standing up for what you believe in… seeing the power of people connecting across differences… calling for 

an end to war… working together to bring peace and compassion to the world.  These are things we can 

celebrate on Mother’s Day and every Sunday. 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
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May Worship Schedule 

Graduates 
 
Graduating from high school or college this spring?  We’d love to celebrate your accomplishment!  

Please contact the church office (boxborochurch@verizon.net) with your name, school you’re gradu-

ating from, degree you’re receiving, and any known plans.  High school graduates, we’d particularly 

love to celebrate you in worship on June 12, so let us know if you are available. 

 

May 1 – Caring for the World.  Climate Interns from the UCC will join Rev. Cindy in leading worship.  We will come for-

ward to share communion, and be lifted up by the wisdom of these young leaders.  Following worship, inspiration continues at 

the Annual Vision Meeting. 

 

May 8 – The Prodigal Son.  On Mother’s Day, we reflect on this familiar story of complicated family life.  The Junior Choir 

will sing, and we will baptize Lily and Mason Chen, children of our beloved nursery care provider Megan! 

 

May 15 – Rev. Catherine Michael will lead us in worship on this Pentecost Sunday.  The Junior Choir will sing.  Rev. Cindy is 

away leading a family memorial service. 

 

May 22 – Dorcas Gets Up.  Dorcas was a saint, brought back to life so she could do more work for the church.  Poor Dor-

cas.  We will hear Dorcas’ story and take the special UCC offering, Strengthen the Church. 

 

May 29 – Intergenerational Worship.  Guest preacher Korte Yeo will lead us in worship.  Rev. Cindy has the weekend off. 

Second Grade Bibles 
 
At UCCB, we give bibles to our second graders, so they can begin to explore the scriptures with 

family and on their own.  We’ll be giving out the bibles on June 12.  If you have a second grader (or 

older child who hasn’t received a bible before) who would like to receive a bible, please contact the 

church office with his / her name by May 12.  Please also let us know if you’ll be able to be in wor-

ship on June 12 (boxborochurch@verizon.net). 

 

 

 

mailto:boxborochurch@verizon.net
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Above: The junior choir does Get on the Ark 

 

 

 

 

 

Center: Damon plays Bingo 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: The Women’s group sing The Rose. 
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Cindy Blanchard sings a Carole King  favorite 

Todd Waddington sings “His Eye is on the Sparrow” 

 

 

 

 

Jessica and Isobel sing “Amazing Grace” 

The duo Gloria Roe and Glynis Hamel sing “Keep on Believing” 

George Boyden croons in Spanish 
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“Hats for the Homeless”  
Thank You 

 

Dear Evelyn and friends in Boxborough, 
 

We are so very grateful for your in-kind donation to Worcester fellowship of your incredible hat drive this 
winter! We were overwhelmed, and our ministries to support the homeless and at risk of Worcester con-

tinue because of the warmth of your generosity. With your help, together, we are able to continue our min-

istry and respond to our community’s needs. We held onto these to specifically use them for our ReachOut 

Worcester program the last weekend in February where we will distribute clothing and serve lunch to at 
least 100 people in need. 

 

We continue to keep you in our prayers, and we ask that you keep us in yours as we plan for the future 

and help to insure that this vital ministry continues and grows in new ways as our wisdom and that of the 

Holy Spirit guides us. 

 
Blessings and Peace of Heart, 

Susan H. Pellerin 

Administrative Director 

UCCB Car Wash 
Saturday, May 14, 9AM—1PM 

Help the Senior High Youth Group raise funds for our mission trip to Washington, DC 

this July!  They will hold a Car Wash on Saturday, May 14 in the parking lot of  United 

Church of Christ, Congregation in Boxborough from 9am-1pm. 

Car Wash ($5) and Vacuum ($5) 

 

Questions?  Contact Heidi Kidd at (978) 273-8072 

Help Us Update the Photo Board 
We would love to have your picture! 

It would be so nice to have more recent photos of our friends in the church. Ginny Harris can 

take a photo of you and your family starting in May.  If we are not all set by Rally Day, she can take 

your photo on that day. If you have something recent you would like to share instead, please give 

your picture to Heidi Matthew or Heather in the church office. 

 

Called to Care Corner 
 

The Called to Care Ministry is very active at this time with our Mission.  Please see our Mission  

Statement in the Friday Flash,  April 15th and in the last two monthly Vestry News issues.  If you are 

interested in assisting with our Mission tasks, please contact any member of the Called to Care  

Ministry Team.  
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Women’s Retreat 

April 2016 

The Vision Board 

Paula, Jennifer, Nicolette, and Suzanne huddle by 

the lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 women ranging in age from late 20's to early 90's gath-

ered to intentionally reflect on  who they were and what 

they felt God was calling them to in their lives. Journaling, 

conversation and reflection, yoga, soul vision board crea-

tion, nature walks, games in the evening and a beautiful 

communion service to close a meaningful weekend. A truly 

special and blessed weekend.  
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Dear Magdaline, 

 

For 6th grader Jonathan Lambert, and many other children like him around the world, going to school 
means hope. 

 

"I am really happy because sometimes this is the only meal I get for the whole day," he said. "My parents 

are not able to buy me food."  

 

The Stop Hunger Now meals Jonathan eats every day at school give him more energy to study and focus, 
and his grades have risen from Bs to As.  

 

Jonathan is only one of the tens of thousands of children around the world who receive Stop Hunger Now 

meals at school. By packaging meals with us, you have helped Jonathan grow and thrive. And because 

you shared your time with us, children have hope for their future, families can take a step out of poverty, 
and communities can prosper. 

 

We are delighted to announce that the meals from your meal packaging event on 1/17/2016 have been 

shipped in a container totaling 285,120 meals from our New England warehouse. If this is the second 

email you have received, this simply means that your meals have gone to impact multiple part-

ners. 
 

The meals will be received by our in-country partner Salesian Missions in Haiti. 

 

Your meals will support the holistic work of Salesian Missions in Haiti. The Salesians work in Cite Soleil, 

Haiti, to socially and economically rehabilitate street children through the Lakay/Lakou three-step pro-
gram. Cite Soleil is one of the most dangerous neighborhoods in Haiti, and armed gangs are in control of 

most of the area behind the Salesian complex. During the first stage of the program, the Salesians get to 

know the youth who live on the streets, especially the young women who are working in prostitution. Be-

tween 200 and 300 students come to the second stage house, Lakou, every day, because it is a safe place 

where they can get what is usually their only cooked meal of the day. Students at Lakou participate in 

workshops to learn trades and they are invited to stay over one night per week. The third stage, Lakay, 
consists of dormitories, classrooms, and workshops where the Salesians house and care for 150 students, 

educating them, teaching them a trade, feeding them three meals a day, and taking steps to reconcile the 

students with their families. www.salesianmissions.org 

 

Thank you for volunteering with Stop Hunger Now. We truly appreciate your dedication and commitment 
to the vision of a world without hunger. 

 

 

Gratefully, 

 

Marc Vermouth 
Program Manager 

Stop Hunger Now New England 

newengland@stophungernow.org  

Thank you 
 

http://www.salesianmissions.org
mailto:newengland@stophungernow.org
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May Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Pastor’s Open Office Hours 
Most Tuesday mornings, from 10 – 11:30, Rev. Cindy holds out-of-office open office hours.   

Legend Café, 5 Spruce St., Acton.   

 

Stop by for 10 minutes or an hour and a half to connect with me and with each other.  No purchase neces-

sary.  Also not necessary:  a particular issue to discuss.  Just come say hello!  And remember, if this sched-

ule / location doesn’t work for you, or you’d prefer to meet one-on-one, be in touch and we’ll set that up 

(978-263-7387, cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com). 

 

Alastair Robertson,  05/01 

Scott Lukas,  05/02 

Matthew Allaire,  05/05 

Mark Allaire,  05/05 

Hilary Fournier,  05/06 

Ian Harris,  05/06 

Nancy Settle-Murphy,  05/06 

Lindsey Wilber,  05/06 

Caroline Loverud,  05/10 

Joey Caradimitropoulo,  05/12 

Ricky Parkes,  05/14 

Dana DeLise,  05/17 

Linda Wheeler,  05/17 

Patrick Lyons,  05/18 

Andy Migner,  05/18 

Casey Cole,  05/19 

Matthew Habersaat,  05/19 

Jane Johnson,  05/24 

Andy Loverud,  05/25 

Lincoln Worthington-Berry,  05/25 

Suzanne Pieri,  05/26 

Eben Spalding,  05/26 

Philip Kidd,  05/27 

Darrell Loverin,  05/29 

Judi Resnick,  05/30 

 

Help Available from Caring Retired Teacher and  

Experienced Caretaker - 30 years + experience 
  

I am looking for part time employment (minimum 3 hrs. per week, per job) as a private ELL tutor ( all ages), 

house/pet sitter, child sitter, organizer, and as an advocate/companion which could include doctor's visits, 

transportation, shopping, errands, light housekeeping, and cooking. Besides being an animal lover, I love 

working with people of all ages. Excellent references. Please contact, Virginia (Ginny) Haskins 978 263-0194 

or haskinsv@verizon.net. 

 
 

mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
mailto:haskinsv@verizon.net


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

May 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


