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Vestry News    

 

Spring Visioning Meeting! 
Sunday, May 1 

After Worship 
 

Join us for a collaborative, creative meeting 

about the future of UCCB! 
 

We will discuss, discern and decide 

our building priorities for the North Star Vision! 
 

There will be food, fun and fellowship. 

Probably also post-its, prayers and proposals. 
 

See you then! 

  

Easter Sunday! 

Upper left: Folks are greeting the sun on a chilly Easter 

morning.  

 

Upper right: Ralph Dement helps with the flowering cross. 

 

Right: George Boyden stands by the finished flowering 

cross after picking up his beautiful tulips. 
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Pastor’s Letter 

Greetings Friends, 

 

“May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all of our hearts be acceptable to you, God of love 

who is the rock on which we stand.” 

 

Sound familiar?  Those are the words I pray before most sermons.  They are based on a verse from Psalm 

19.  Lots of clergy begin their sermons this way.  As my colleague, Emily Heath, says, it’s “really just the 

pastor’s way of saying ‘God, help me not to mess this up.’”  The words are also supposed to help remind 

the preacher that it’s not about “me”, my stellar wisdom or brilliant illustration or carefully chosen words.  

It’s about God; on a perfect day, I’ve let God’s Spirit guide me, rather than imposing my own agenda on 

the text or the theme.  No pressure there, either:  get out of the way and make room for God.   

 

So the pulpit is a scary place.  I’ve spent so much time in pulpits over the last 20 or so years that I some-

times forget it.  I usually remember it mid-sermon.  I’ll be halfway through one of those brilliant illustra-

tions and suddenly I’ll wonder who I think I am, standing there while a bunch of people have to listen to 

me.  Or at least they have to try to look like they’re listening.  Sometimes it’s all I can do to keep going, 

not pause and say to all of you, “I’m sorry, I have no idea why I thought I could stand up here and talk 

about death / justice / the meaning of life. I’ll go sit down now…” 

 

So I understand how many lay people feel when we ask them to speak from the pulpit.  Whether it’s a 

youth being confirmed to a volunteer sharing a reading or someone offering part of the sermon, I’ve seen 

folks head to the pulpit with fear and trepidation.  And not just because of the two steps and the disap-

pearing red carpet ramp.  During practice, people stay a big step back from the pulpit, or edge toward it 

sideways, or hunch forward a bit toward the mike.  And I charge them:  Own the pulpit!  Step right up to it!  

Plant your feet!  Shoulders back!  Breathe deeply!  Project your voice!  Own the pulpit!  In part these are good 

suggestions for public speaking.  But more, I want people to know that they belong in the pulpit.  People 

ask me if it’s okay, since they’re not ordained, not a pastor, not “knowledgeable” enough.  It’s true, I’ve 

got education and training and experience.  I worked hard for all that, and it comes in handy when I have 

to keep preaching week after week.  But each of us has a story to tell and wisdom to share.  And each of 

us can let God’s Spirit guide our words, our actions, our lives. 

 

“Owning the pulpit” in our worship space is good practice.  Because, as my colleague Emily also wrote, 

“Standing at the pulpit and speaking is not the only way to preach.  Each of us preaches each day with our 

lives.” 

 

Avoiding the pulpit in our sanctuary is not going to save you from preaching.  You preach from the pulpit 

of your life every day.  And the charge is the same:  “Own the pulpit!” that is your life.  Step into it, do not 

shrink back.  Plant your feet on solid ground, shoulders back to lead with your heart.  Breathe deeply to 

bring the Spirit in.  Project your voice to proclaim love.  Own the pulpit that is your life, the way you 

show God’s love to the world. 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 
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April 3.  Feeding the Mind.  On this Communion Sunday, we lift up the struggles of folks dealing with 

mental illness and brain disorders, as well as those who love them.  The deacons will serve us gluten-free 

bread and grape juice in our pews. 

 

April 10.  Follow the Star.  Surveys, cottage gatherings, visioning meetings.  Conversations are happening in many places re-

garding the “North Star Vision”.  Is this just another navel-gazing exercise?  Didn’t we just have a visioning process 10 years ago?  

What does this have to do with my faith or my life?  Come reflect on what God is doing at UCCB and why it matters. 

 

April 17.  Intergenerational Worship in Action.  We will join together to assemble care packages for children served by 

Cradles to Crayons (https://cradlestocrayons.org).  We will begin with brief worship in the Gathering Room, then work together 

to create the care packages. 

 

April 24.  Intergenerational Worship.  Stay tuned for more details! 

 

May 1.  Climate Interns visit!  Our own Channing Migner has been working with the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC 

on environmental justice.  He has recruited two UCC interns focusing on climate justice (http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/

conference-hires-new-climate-justice-intern-3512632) to join Rev. Cindy in leading worship.  We will also celebrate Communion 

by intinction.  And after worship, we’ll gather for the Visioning Meeting! 

April Worship Schedule 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY THANK YOU 
 

What beautiful generosity from this congregation!  Last Christmas parishioners made contributions to the Pastor’s 

Discretionary fund.  This fund can be used, at the pastor’s discretion and with the oversight of lay leaders, for any-

thing that benefits the mission of the church.  Donations are anonymous, so I can’t thank you personally, but that 

doesn’t change my gratitude for this fund!  I’m considering several options, including a program that provides feed-

back on preaching and offsetting the expense of the coach I work with.  Thank you all for your generosity and sup-

port of our ministry. 

 

 

Pastor’s Open Office Hours 
Most Tuesday mornings, from 10 – 11:30, Rev. Cindy holds out-of-office open office hours.   

We’ve got a new location!   

Legend Café, 5 Spruce St., Acton.   

 

Stop by for 10 minutes or an hour and a half to connect with me and with each other.  No purchase necessary.  Also not neces-

sary:  a particular issue to discuss.  Just come say hello!  And remember, if this schedule / location doesn’t work for you, or you’d 

prefer to meet one-on-one, be in touch and we’ll set that up (978-263-7387, cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com). 

http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/conference-hires-new-climate-justice-intern-3512632
http://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/conference-hires-new-climate-justice-intern-3512632
mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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C O N T .  N E X T  P A G E  

Yearend 2015 Financial Position  
 

The Finance Team has officially closed the financial books for the 2015 year and is pleased to provide the following highlights: 

 

 The final net income for the year was $58,773.68 over all activities (operating and missions).  This is the same 

amount as presented in the preliminary budget report provided at the congregational budget meeting on January 

24, 2016.  This positive variance is largely a result of the $64,000 Royce gift mentioned further below.  If not for 

this gift, our variance would have been a negative ~$5,200 with the primary cause being drawing down nearly 

$13,000 from the Youth Mission Trip fund for the group to head to Montana.  (The youth save money each year 

to help fund a farther away trip every 4-5 years.) 

 Operating Expenses only (excluding Missions) had a favorable variance to Budget of $3,672.10.  This favorable 

position was a result of expenses being ~$6,800 lower than budgeted.  Expenses were lower by $3,800 due to 

not having a Director of Spiritual Nurture, with Building & Grounds and nearly all other teams coming in slightly 

under budget.  Income was also lower than planned but only due to lower than budgeted investment income for 

the year – all other categories of income were modestly above our plan. 

 UCCB’s Unrestricted Funds are beginning 2016 $14,787 higher than the year prior. The church’s Unrestricted 

Fund level was steadier throughout the year due, in part, to uniform monthly rental income from the Boxboro 

Children’s Center throughout the year, rather than lower income during summer months. 

 At yearend, our Total Equity of $528,810 was distributed as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The largest increase in our position was in the Temporarily Restricted Funds led by the gift provided by Jennifer and 

Walker Royce as the catalyst for the North Star visioning process.   

 The yearend summary balance sheet for 2015 as well as a proforma outlook for 2015 is presented here.  The in-
creased assets and equity result from the $4,316 net income reflected in the annual budget we approved in Janu-
ary. 

   

 
 

2015 Proforma 2016

Assets 535,951.55$     540,267.55$        

Liabilities 7,141.53$         7,141.53$             

Equity 528,810.02$     533,126.02$        

Liabilities + Equity 535,951.55$     540,267.55$        



 
P A G E  5  

Complete financial reports detailing our 2015 position can be found in the church office.   

Please see Paul Brookes, Dave Pavlik, Kellie Senghas, or Cindy Warwick if you have any questions.   

 

Thank you for your faithful contributions and planning as we work together to Welcoming All, Caring for the World, and 

Growing in the Spirit!   

Employer Matching Gift Opportunities 
 

Employers often have matching gift programs which allow donations to educational organizations or other non-profit organiza-

tions in their employees’ local communities.  Have you explored the opportunity your employer might provide to match funds to 

benefit UCCB, or specific programs which we support?  Here are a few of the ways Matching Gifts have been received in recent 

years: 

Annual funds received to benefit the general operations of our church.  This was from a program in which the employee was eligi-

ble to receive a 50% match on gifts the employee donated through their employer’s United Way campaign. 

 

 A $500 grant to our Youth Mission Trip as a result of the employee’s commitment to the program. 

 A $500 gift to Maine SeaCoast Ministries as a result of the employee’s participation in the 2015 adult mission trip. 

 A gift to The Virginia Thurston Healing Garden in Harvard, in conjunction with the employee’s support for this organization 

as demonstrated through a concert event. 

 

What funds may be available from your employer?  Please see a member of the Finance Team or Rev. Cindy for more information 

or to discuss possibilities.   

Protecting your Nest Egg:  
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  C H O I C E S  A N D  O P T I O N S  A T  A N Y  A G E  

Sunday, April 24 – 11:00 am   Fellowship Hall 

 

Feel free to invite your friends to this informative after-church workshop presented by  

Attorney Cathleen H. Summers is a principal with Bay State Elder Law, P.C. with locations in Acton, Sudbury and Lexington. 

 

In today’s uncertain times, the value of planning ahead cannot be overstated, especially when it comes to dealing with issues con-

cerning our health and financial decision making. Creating and executing a Health Care Proxy, Living Will and Durable Power of 

Attorney will allow you to designate a person of your choice, not a person chosen by the Probate Court, to make health care deci-

sions and manage your finance should you become incapacitated. Additionally, we will discuss Wills, Revocable Trusts and Irrevoca-

ble Trusts and the benefits and disadvantages of each. We will also briefly discuss Medicaid (MassHealth) and how the state views 

assets when nursing home care is needed. 
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Yard Work Auction 
The Senior High Youth Group is holding a Youth Services Yard Work Auction to raise money for 

this year’s mission trip to Washington D.C. The auction process will take place on 2 Sundays, 

April 3 and April 10, after worship. There are potentially 3 work sessions available:  on the 

afternoons of 4/30 and 5/1, and the morning of 5/7.   We will have a group of at least 6 people, 

teens and adults,  come to your yard for 2.5 hours to clean up, rake, edge, weed, mulch, plant, 

prune, and do what needs doing at your direction. If you won’t be at church on 4/3 or 4/10 to bid in 

person,  you can place your maximum bid with Karen Wilber—by email kbwilber@verizon.net, or 

phone, 978-897-7380—and we will bid on your behalf until you win, or until your maximum bid 

amount has been reached—whichever comes first.  Contact Karen with questions—and ask 

around—there are many satisfied auction winners in the congregation who can attest to the amount 

of work a group can get done in 2.5 hours! 

 

Bring your spirit, family, and friends to The Saturdays Benefit Concert! 
On Saturday, April 30th at 7 pm, The Saturdays will host their first full-fledged concert at UCCB!    

 

Net proceeds will be split 50% to benefit the Virginia Thurston Healing Garden in Harvard, MA and 50% will benefit UCCB’s opera-

tions for providing the venue.   Ideally, this concert will generate some “seed money” to be used to attract another talented group 

of musicians to perform in our sanctuary in the future.  These concerts will benefit organizations which provide important services 

and support in our community, in a fashion consistent with our church’s mission:  Welcoming All.  Caring for the World.  

Growing in the Spirit.   

 

During this event we will also be concluding the raffle of the acoustic guitar donated by the Royce’s.  Raffle tickets are still available 

($5 each/3 for $10).  For additional information about the guitar raffle, please contact Peter Senghas, psenghas@yahoo.com. 

Invite your family, friends, colleagues, and neighbors!  Please contact Kellie Senghas, ktsenghas@gmail.com or 978-263-5508, if you 

would like to contribute to light refreshments for intermission.   

We thank The Saturdays for giving of their time and talent to benefit our congregation and local community!    

mailto:kbwilber@verizon.net
mailto:psenghas@yahoo.com
mailto:ktsenghas@gmail.com


 

Youth Coffee House 
On Saturday evening, March 19th, the youth of the community rocked 

the Gathering Room at UCCB. It was a successful event and all pro-

ceeds will go to benefit the Senior High Mission Trip.  

 

Thank you for all who participated and came out that night to support 

the SHYG. 

Sam Griffin plays guitar and sings above. 

Sam has participated in many of the coffee 

houses. 

Jimmy C. and Lauren W. pair up for a duet. 

The group TSO entertains the crowd. 
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40th Annual MUSIC SUNDAY CONCERT 
 April 10 at 4:30 PM                

 

The 40th annual Music Sunday Concert is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, April 10 at 4:30pm.   

Mark your calendars for this special concert!   Musicians and singers of all ages will be performing 

solos, duets, choirs, musical instrumentalist, and more!  Invite your friends and family for an after-

noon of wonderful music.  All are welcomed.  There is still time to participate in the concert.  Just let 

Gloria know by April 3.     Open rehearsal will be on Friday night, April 8, between 6:00-8:00.    For 

more information about how you can participate in this special musical program, contact Gloria Roe 

978-264-0052 , Gloria_roe@comcast.com 

Labyrinth Corner 
 

In our front yard…. 

 

In this Easter season, the image of the stone being rolled away from the tomb of Jesus and the mystery surrounding his resurrection 

continues to live on to this day….and stones continue to be rolled away.  I remember the time when a former parishioner opened 

the trunk of her car and removed two huge boulders.  At the entrance to the labyrinth in our front yard she stood at the top of the 

hill and rolled the boulders down to the entrance.  Greatly lightened in spirit she was ready to walk a new path; to be at peace. 

 

The second story about the labyrinth in our front yard is this: 

 

Larry and I are your representatives to the Mass Conference this year. We listen to candidates for ministry as they write and ver-

bally share their faith pilgrimages.  It is quite a humbling experience to hear these journeys of discernment. Some are long and cir-

cuitous, some are more direct.  Kelly Donahue from the South Acton Church has attended our church during the summer and par-

ticipated in our Women’s Retreat some years ago.  At her Eccelesiastical Council (The Ecclesiastical Council is the last of many 

steps determining a candidate’s fitness for Ordained Ministry) Kelly mentioned that she used the Labyrinth in our front yard in her 

discernment process. 

 

 I was curious asked if she would be willing to share how this worked for her. She gave me permission to share her story in the 

“Vestry News”, so this is what she wrote: 

 

I find that the Labyrinth can help me clarify my hopes and fears about a particular question.  Before I enter, I picture putting a backpack down 

at the entrance, symbolizing a setting aside of things before I step on the path.  As I walk the path, I keep an open mind as much as possible.  

When I get to the center, I open myself to pick up a thought or feeling from the center.  I carry the thought or feeling on the way out but do 

not investigate it or think on it until I am outside of the labyrinth.  Once outside, I picture myself putting the Labyrinth gift in my backpack and 

then taking the backpack out into the world.  I have done this a few times using the Labyrinth in front of the Boxborough Church after a sum-

mer Sunday service. 

 

Created by the Gift Program, the youth in the church, parents and friends. 

Rev. Susie Allen and Angela Boheim were leading the Gift Program at the time.  Angela was in charge 

of the actual design and building of the project. 

 

What a gift, right in our own front yard!  Thank you Kelly, a great method for any of us to try! 

 

Do you have a story about the Labyrinth to share?  Please send them to the Labyrinth  

Corner of the Vestry News!  Questions?  Nicolette Wellington, nicolettew@verizon.net. 
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April Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Project Linus 
Project Linus is an organization that collects and distributes handmade 

blankets across the United States, Canada and Australia.  They are distrib-

uted to shelters, hospitals and hospices or wherever the need is great-

est.  The blankets may be knitted, crocheted or sewn.  The size of choice 

is 36"x36" up to 40"x60" but any size will be accepted.  Please make them 

of washable materials but nothing fuzzy that might cause breathing prob-

lems in certain children. 

If you are not into needlework, please ask someone who is to make a blanket for Project Linus.  Or, if that 

isn't possible, the organization is always happy to receive supplies, such as yarn, fabric, thread, etc., that 

would be suitable for making the blankets. 

This project will be ongoing until sometime in April so there is plenty of time to get that blanket 

made.  Won't you please help by continuing that Christmas spirit of giving into the new 

year?  eanddparkes1@yahoo.com 

Eric Loverud,  04/02 

Spenser Worthington-Berry,  04/05 

Emily Glidden,  04/06 

Greg Turner,  04/06 

Haley Grieco-Page,  04/07 

Kenneth Morse ,  04/07 

Brenda Lyons,  04/08 

Sarah Robertson,  04/08 

John Deyst,  04/10 

Pam Gardella,  04/11 

Shirley Warren,  04/16 

Ginny Harris,  04/17 

Karen Whitcomb,  04/18 

Nancy Warren,  04/19 

Jack Harry Habersaat,  04/20 

Jim Howie,  04/21 

Tim Dwight,  04/23 

Linda  Batstone,  04/25 

Griet Dehandschutter,  04/25 

Julie Schoenfeld ,  04/25 

Peter Senghas,  04/26 

Linda Nichols,  04/27 

Ruth Cyr,  04/27 

Scholarships 

Applications for the Doris Custance and Eleanor Voorhies scholarships are due  

April 17th. Click below or pick one up at the church office. 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/doris-custance-memorial-scholarship-application-

2016/  

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/eleanor-voorhies-memorial-scholarship-

application2016/  

 

mailto:eanddparkes1@yahoo.com
http://www.boxboroughucc.org/doris-custance-memorial-scholarship-application-2016/
http://www.boxboroughucc.org/doris-custance-memorial-scholarship-application-2016/
http://www.boxboroughucc.org/eleanor-voorhies-memorial-scholarship-application2016/
http://www.boxboroughucc.org/eleanor-voorhies-memorial-scholarship-application2016/


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

April 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


