
*Gathering Hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Black NCH 459 
 

Prayer of Confession and Affirmation  — Lay Reader 
 All:  Holy God, we hear your song and see your beauty. We know  
   your love and feel your presence. We would remain here if we  
   could. Forgive us, then, when we do not act. Forgive us when  
   we recoil in fear. Forgive us when we dodge with excuses. 
   Forgive us, that we might be unburdened and unbridled.  
   Fill us with passion and zeal for justice and compassion. 
 

 Passing of the Peace 
 Please rise in body or in spirit to greet your neighbor with God’s peace. 
 We conclude the Passing of the Peace with the Song of Celebration. 

 
 One: God’s peace be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

*Song of Celebration Ubi Caritas (twice through) 
Ubi caritas et amor, 
Ubi caritas deus ibi est. 

     

Scripture Acts 8:26-39 — Lay Reader 
 

Word for All Ages  — Rev. Greg Morisse 
 

*Hymn “Behold Us, Lord, a Little Space” Red PH #395  
 

Reflection “Surely, you mean someone else!”  — Rev. Greg Morisse 

 

Anthem Glorious Peace — John Parker & Patti Drennan 

 Senior Choir 
 
 
 

*Please rise as you are able 

Celebration of Communion 
 Joys and Concerns   
 Invitation to the Feast 
  This is an open table; everyone is welcome. 
  Deacons will serve you in your pews. 
  We eat the gluten-free bread when we are served, 
  a symbol of our individual relationship with God. 
  We drink the cup of grape juice once we have been served, 
  a symbol of our bonds as a community of faith. 
 Telling the Story 
 Communion Prayer and Jesus Prayer 
  We invite you to name God in whatever way has most meaning for you, 
  and say this prayer in the version that speaks to you the most. 
 
  Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 Thanksgiving Prayer (Unison) 
  Thank you, God, for our hands; 
   stronger now to touch, reach, hold, serve. 
  Thank you, God, for our eyes;   
   clearly focused now to see deep needs and gifts  
   in all our brothers and sisters. 
  Thank you, God, for our tongues; 
   free now to speak your praise in love and joy. 
  Thank you, God, for our ears;  
   tuned now to the cries in our world  
   for bread and justice. 
  Thank you, God, for our feet;  
   running now with you!  Amen.  
 

Offering 
 Invitation to Generosity 
 Offertory Music Meditation — Gregg Sewell  



GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 

 

 

 *Sung Response “The Doxology” Red PH 514 
  You are invited to sing these words, or whatever version has most   
  meaning to you: 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise God, all creatures here below, 
  Praise God for all that love has done; 
  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 *Prayer of Dedication   

 

*Closing Hymn “God Reigns O’er All the Earth” Black NCH 21                                      
 

Benediction   — Rev. Greg Morisse 

 
Choral Benediction Aaron’s Blessing — Walter Rodby 

 

Postlude Allegro — Antonio Vivaldi 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You are invited to fellowship immediately after worship   

across the hall in our Gathering Room. 

SPECIAL OFFERING  Shelter.  Food.  Clean water.  School.  These are the resources we can 
help bring to children, families, communities around the world through One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  This special offering of the UCC combines the gifts of local congregations to bring 
significant, concrete assistance to those in need and crisis around the world.  You are welcome to 
participate in this special offering using the envelopes (no need to seal them!) in this morning’s 
bulletin, or by writing OGHS on the memo line of your check.  Many thanks. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 

 
Greeters – Cheryl and Paul DiPaolo 
Ushers – Mary Anne and Ron Vogel 

Flowers – the flowers greeting you at the entry are from  
Phillis Foss – keeping Stephen Morse in my prayers 

Lay Reader – Andy Migner 

Called to Care this Week – Diane DeMent 
Deacon – Larry Shade  

 

 

LENT IV – MARCH 6, 2016 

 

 

This simple fact has critical implications: community is not a goal to be achieved but a gift to be 
received. When we treat community as a product that we must manufacture instead of a gift we 
have been given, it will elude us eternally. When we try to “make community happen,” driven by 
desire, design, and determination—places within us where the ego often lurks—we can make a 

good guess at the outcome: we will exhaust ourselves and alienate each other, snapping the 
connections we yearn for. —Parker Palmer 

 
 

Prelude Day of Sorrow — Giuseppe Verdi 
 

Welcome & Announcements  — Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

Introit Alleluia! — Mark hayes  
  

Call to Worship  — Lay Reader  
 One: When we are thirsty, God is water. 
 All: When we are hungry, God bakes bread for the table. 
 One: When we are lost, God is a torch on the path. 
 All: When we are sick, God wraps us in healing fire. 
 One: When we are happy, God is laughter. 
 

 All: When God is present, we are a chosen people. 
 

 One: So... 
 All: Drink the water. 
 One: Taste the bread. 
 All: Find your way home. 
 One: Feel the warmth. 
 All: Release your smile. 
 

 One: Become the beloved people of God.  AMEN.  
  


