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Vestry News    
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Thursday, March 24, at 7 pm. experience Maundy Thursday worship in the Sanctuary including 

hand washing, communion, and the extinguishing of candles.  Join us before the service, at 6 pm, for a 

soup supper in the Gathering Room.  
 

The word “Maundy” means Commandment – 

on Maundy Thursday we focus on Jesus’ com-

mandment to love one another (John 13:34).  

Jesus modeled that commandment by washing 

his disciples’ feet and sharing the Passover meal 

with them; we wash each other’s hands and 

share communion instead. Maundy Thursday 

worship will also include Tenebrae, from the 

Latin word for “darkness”.  As readings are 

shared, candles are extinguished, until the last 

candle – the “Christ candle” – will be carried out of the Sanctuary, symbolizing Jesus’ suffering and 

death on the cross and his burial in the tomb.  In recognition of the physical and emotional pain that 

the service represents, participants leave in silence, such a contrast to the greetings and celebration we 

typically share on Sunday morning. As with all worship at UCCB, every aspect of the service is open to 

anyone who desires to participate; those present are also free to refrain from participating in any part 

of the service that does not speak to their tradition, or to their heart. 

 

 

Easter Vigil 
 

Can you watch one hour?  We begin at 7 p.m. on 

Saturday, March 26 and conclude at 6 a.m. on 

Easter Sunday, March 27 just in time for Easter  

Sunrise Worship!  Participants are invited to pray, 

meditate, listen to music, read… whatever would 

make this time sacred.  The Easter Vigil is an old 

tradition that has renewed meaning for us today as 

we discover the need to slow down and reflect in 

the midst of our busy lives.  The Sanctuary is a special place when the world outside is asleep and the 

inside is filled with candlelight, music, and peace.  You are encouraged to bring a non-perishable food 

pantry contribution with you, so that our meditative time might reach out into the world.  Please sign 

up in the Gathering Room or with Rev. Cindy at cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com  

 

HOLY WEEK 

mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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Greetings friends, 

 

2000 years ago there was a man who was an amazing teacher, healer, preacher.  He challenged the powers-

that-be, and his rebellion got him in trouble.  He was arrested, put on trial, betrayed by his friends, beaten 

and killed.  The authorities thought that they’d taken care of him.  But that wasn’t the end of the story.  In 

the days following the man’s death, his closest followers somehow saw him, spoke with him, ate with him, 

prayed with him.  Since then, each spring, we re-member this story to proclaim that love is stronger than 

hatred, life is stronger than death, God is present in the world. 

 

In 2016, Easter comes again.  Love is still stronger than hatred, life is still stronger than death, God is still 

present in the world.  But that’s easy to forget in the face of the evening news, the challenges of our daily 

lives, the pain we see in the eyes of those we love.  Being a community of faith means that we are challenged 

to not only remember the message of Easter in the face of grief and struggle, but also share this news with 

the world.  We are called to reenact Easter every day.  As Victoria Weinstein shares, in my favorite Easter 

reading: 

 

The stone has got to be rolled back from the tomb  

again and again every year. 

Roll up your sleeves. 

 

He is not coming back, you know. 

He is not coming back unless it is we who rise for him 

We who lay healing hands on the reviled and rejected like he did  

on his behalf --  

We who rage for righteousness in his insistent voice 

We who love the sinner, even knowing that "the sinner" is no farther off than our own heartbeat 

 

He will not be back to join us at the table 

To share God's extravagant banquet 

God's love feast, all are invited, come as you are 

And so it is you and I who must feast for him 

Must say the grace and break the bread and pass it to the left  

and dish up the broiled fish (or pour the wine) and pass it to the right. 

And treat each one so tenderly 

as though just this morning she or he made the personal effort 

to make it back from heaven, or from hell 

but certainly from death 

to be by our side. 

 

Because if by some miracle (and why not a miracle?) 

He did come back 

Wouldn't he want to see us like this? 

Wouldn't it be a miracle to live for just one day 

So that if he did, by some amazing feat 

come riding into town 

He could take a look around and say 

"This is what I meant!" 

C O N T .  O N  N E X T  P A G E  

Pastor’s Letter 
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 March 13th—Don’t forget to turn your clocks an hour ahead! 

March 6 – Communion and guest preacher.  Last November, Rev. Cindy was the guest preacher at Plymouth Church in  

Framingham.  This Sunday, their pastor returns the favor.  Rev. Greg Morisse and Rev. Cindy will lead worship together, including 

communion which we will receive in our seats.  We will take a special collection for One Great Hour of Sharing; see information 

on the following page of this newsletter. 

 

March 13 - Palm Sunday.  Once again we are separating Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday, so we can focus on more of the story 

of Jesus’ last week.  And so two weeks before Easter we remember the story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  We’ll 

wave some palms of our own during this joyful service, and the Junior Choir will sing.   

 

March 20 – Passion Sunday.  As we begin Holy Week, we remember the story of Jesus’ desertion, betrayal, trial and death.  As 

we reflect on the valley Jesus walked through, we see parallels with our own. 

 

March 24 - Maundy Thursday, 7 pm.  In this Holy Week, we gather to face the darkness in Jesus’ story, in our world, and in 

our own lives.  Our service in the sanctuary will include communion, handwashing, and the extinguishing of candles.  See more 

information on front page of this newsletter. 

 

March 26 - 27 – Easter Vigil.  From 7 pm on Saturday night until 6 am on Sunday morning, folks are invited to “watch one 

hour” in the sanctuary.  See more information on front page of this newsletter. 

 

March 27 - Sunrise Worship, 6 am.  Greet the sun on Easter morning with worship at North Cemetery (at the intersection of 

Middle Road and Hill Road).  Following worship, a delicious breakfast will be served in Fellowship Hall. 

 

March 27 - Easter Worship.  At 9:30 in the Sanctuary, all ages join together for worship full of celebration and joy.  We will 

flower the Easter cross and enjoy special music.  Easter egg hunt to follow! 

And we could say 

it took us a long time... 

but we finally figured it out. 

 

Oh, let us live to make it so.  

 

You are the resurrection and the life.  

 

We are the resurrection, we are God’s way of showing love to the world, we are the embodiment of God in the world.  As the 

green shoots push up through the hard, chilly earth, so our desire for justice, compassion and hope must push through our fear, 

isolation and self-protection.  As we sing songs of joy, tell each other about life’s meaning, pray our quiet conversations with God, 

we reveal to ourselves that God is with us every step of this journey. 

 

In this Easter season, may the glory of approaching spring, the teachings of Jesus, and the ever-present Spirit of God fill your heart, 

fill your life, fill this world. 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry 

 

March Worship Schedule 

C O N T .  F R O M  P A G E  2  
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
March 6 

Shelter.  Food.  Clean water.  School.  These are the resources we can help bring to children, fami-

lies, communities around the world through One Great Hour of Sharing.  This special offering of 

the United Church of Christ combines the gifts of local congregations to bring significant, concrete 

assistance to those in need and crisis around the world.  At UCCB, we’ll take this collection on 

3/06.  For more information about OGHS, feel free to visit www.ucc.org/oghs or see Rev. Cindy 

or a member of the Missions Team. 

Mission Trip Stock Sales Begin   
We invite you to support our Senior High Youth Group Mission Trip by buying “Stock in Our Youth”.  Stock Certificates will be 

on sale during Fellowship on March 6, 13, and 20.   This year we will be traveling to Washington D.C.  Although it is our nation’s 

capital, Washington D.C. is still a place where people struggle with poverty and unemployment.  We look forward to helping the 

community in this historic city by working with local organizations such as food pantries, soup kitchens, elderly services and youth 

services. Our summer mission trips have been life-changing experiences as we strive to set an example of God’s love in our world 

and be touched by those we serve. 

 

In thanks for your support, you will receive a personal Stock Certificate, a postcard during our travel, and an invitation to our 

Stockholder’s reception in the fall!  Our reception will feature a slide show of our trip and first-hand stories of the experience.  

Please make checks payable to "UCC Boxborough" with Mission Trip stock on the memo line.  Your donation may be tax de-

ductible subject to IRS rules and requirements. 

 

Stay tuned for other upcoming fundraising events such as our annual Youth Service Auction and car wash opportunities to spruce 

up your – and your neighbor’s – yards and cars for spring! 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of this important mission outreach experience for our youth and the adult leaders! 

To purchase Stock in Our Youth, look for the table at coffee hour after church on March 6, 13, and 20.  You may purchase as 

many Stock Certificates as you wish. If you wish to donate directly: Each Stock Certificate is $20 

Make check out to: U.C.C. Boxborough. Please provide your name, address, and email address 

and “Youth Mission Trip stock” in memo line. 

Send to:  Lisa Pearson 

 3 Magnolia Drive 

 Acton, MA 01720 

Contact lisabpearson@comcast.net with questions or instructions on how to donate  

electronically instead. 

 

 

Pastor’s Open Office Hours 
Most Tuesday mornings, from 10 – 11:30, Rev. Cindy holds out-of-office open office hours.   

We’ve got a new location!   

Legend Café, 5 Spruce St., Acton.   

 

Stop by for 10 minutes or an hour and a half to connect with me and with each other.  No purchase necessary.  Also not neces-

sary:  a particular issue to discuss.  Just come say hello!  And remember, if this schedule / location doesn’t work for you, or you’d 

prefer to meet one-on-one, be in touch and we’ll set that up (978-263-7387, cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com). 

 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
mailto:lisabpearson@comcast.net
mailto:cindyworthingtonberry@gmail.com
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Master Plan Team Update 
 

We have made progress on two fronts since our last article in the Vestry News!   

 

1. Last Thursday, February 25, a structural engineer visited the Church to survey the buildings. The engineer is scheduled 

to submit his report by the middle of March.  This report will provide us with a better understanding of what needs to 

be done to ensure that we have a facility that will be structurally sound for the long-term.  In addition to the engineer’s 

findings, the following have to be considered when planning any building upgrades: 

 Building square footage is limited by septic system constraints.  If some or all of Fellowship Hall is converted to 

“storage only” then square footage can be added to another building. If we eliminate Fellowship Hall, we could add 

to the main building, but we lose basement storage space. 

 Any new construction will most likely not support a basement due to drainage issues. 

 Property setbacks are 75 feet from Route 111 and 20 feet from Middle Road.  

 Boxboro Town Center by-laws require as an architectural style that of a traditional New England church. 

 Building height is constrained to 45 feet. The steeple is exempt from that constraint. 

 Any improvement requires upgrades to the fire prevention systems (such as ceiling sprinklers) and has to take into 

account health and safety considerations (such as compliant stairwell) and other building regulations. 

 

2.   We have developed a short survey to solicit inputs from our congregation on the North Star Vision. Some of you may 

have already received an on-line questionnaire (using Survey Monkey). We are soliciting ideas for how we could become 

the hospitality beacon for our community and more specifically, how those ideas could be better accommodated in an 

upgraded/renovated facility.  

 

To ensure that we have included the whole congregation, we have sent out the questionnaire in Word to all members of the 

congregation, by e-mail and hard copies by regular mail, to those who may not have access to a computer.  We particularly en-

courage the ministry team leaders to complete the questionnaire individually and with a group response.  Please take time to 

review the questionnaire and respond by March 15.  On-line survey responses will be returned automatically to the Church.  

Responses to the hard copy questionnaire, along with any other written comments, may be left at the Church in the Clerk’s mai l 

box. 

 

The completion of the questionnaire by March 15 along with the engineer’s assessment will support the next phase of the pro-

gram – a series of cottage meetings.  These will be designed to discuss the responses in more detail and provide us with a greater 

comprehension of your opinions and priorities.  The meetings will be held as follows: 

 

     Sunday, March 20 at 11 am.  

     Wednesday, March 30 at 7:30 pm. 

     Saturday, April 9 at 9 am. 

 

All are welcome to attend any one (or more) of these meetings. These discussions will help us to structure the Congregational 

Visioning Meeting to be held on May 1.  We believe that the results from the Visioning Meeting will provide us with suffi-

cient information to consult with an architect/designer who can then draw up a number of facility upgrade/renovated concepts. 

We can then continue to balance vision with reality and affordability and, ultimately, find an optimal solution that conforms with 

our Church’s Mission and meets with congregational approval. 

    



 

 

 

Greek Fest 
The Greek Fest showcased a variety of Greek music with the Boston Lykeion Ellinidon performing many dances from the various 

regions of Greece. Each dancer was dressed in distinctive clothing from the villages represented in the dances. After a few dance 

performances, the dancers pulled all of us onto the dance floor to learn three folk dances.   Dancing together helped us work up 

an appetite for the delicious greek dinner that was waiting for us in the gathering room catered by Arthur and the Olympia Restau-

rant from Lowell. 

Project Linus 
Project Linus is an organization that collects and distributes handmade blankets across the 

United States, Canada and Australia.  They are distributed to shelters, hospitals and hospices or 

wherever the need is greatest.  The blankets may be knitted, crocheted or sewn.  The size of 

choice is 36"x36" up to 40"x60" but any size will be accepted.  Please make them of washable 

materials but nothing fuzzy that might cause breathing problems in certain children. 

If you are not into needlework, please ask someone who is to make a blanket for Project 

Linus.  Or, if that isn't possible, the organization is always happy to receive supplies, such as 

yarn, fabric, thread, etc., that would be suitable for making the blankets 

This project will be ongoing until sometime in April so there is plenty of time to get that blan-

ket made.  Won't you please help by continuing that Christmas spirit of giving into the new year?  eanddparkes1@yahoo.com 
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40th Annual Music Concert Sunday 
A P R I L  1 0  A T  4 : 3 0  

INVITATION FOR SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!  This year  is the 40th 

annual  Music Sunday Concert scheduled for Sunday afternoon, April 10 at 4:30 

pm.  Mark your calendars for this special concert!   Musicians and singers of all 

ages are invited to join in this special musical concert.  Here is an opportunity to 

perform a solo, duet, or more!  Involve the entire family to play an instrument 

and/or sing a song together.  Invite musical friends to join in the fun. All are wel-

comed!  There is a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Room for those who have 

interest in performing.  For more information about how you can participate in 

this special musical program, contact Gloria Roe 978-264-0052 , or 

Gloria_roe@comcast.com or Cindy Blanchard  at 978-266-8954 

 

      

Scholarships 

Every year, two scholarships are awarded to people who would like to enter into the medical field or 

further their education in Social Work, Public Health or Education. Doris Custance and Eleanor 

Voorhies have graciously bestowed funds to assist financially anyone within the broad church family. 

You may pick up a form at the office or click either or both links below to receive the forms from the 

church website. Applications are due by April 17th, 2016 

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/doris-custance-memorial-scholarship-application-2016/  

http://www.boxboroughucc.org/eleanor-voorhies-memorial-scholarship-application2016/  

 

Youth Coffeehouse 
Saturday March 19, 2016 at 7 PM 

 “Open Mic” style concert featuring performers aged 21 and under.  Boxborough’s own Jimmy 

Connor is the featured act. Here is an opportunity for young performers to play in front of a 

sympathetic audience. Tickets are $5. Doors and open mic sign-up open at 6:30 PM. Refresh-

ments will be served.  All proceeds to benefit the UCC Boxborough Senior High Mission Trip. 

The concert will be held at UCC Boxborough, 723 Massachusetts Ave, Boxborough, MA. Con-

tact Steve Griffin (saturdaysmusic@yahoo.com) for more information. 

 

mailto:Gloria_roe@comcast.com
http://www.boxboroughucc.org/doris-custance-memorial-scholarship-application-2016/
http://www.boxboroughucc.org/eleanor-voorhies-memorial-scholarship-application2016/
mailto:saturdaysmusic@yahoo.com
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Adult Mission Trip 
 July 10 -15, 2016 

You are invited to join us on our second Adult Mission Trip to Cherryfield, Maine.  Last summer’s trip was a resounding success 

and we are excited to be making a return trip.  We’d love to have you join us! 

 

Cherryfield is in Washington County, Maine, among the poorest areas of the northeast.  Maine Seacoast Mission was started in 

1905 by two brothers who were both pastors who realized that the spiritual needs of the island residents of far Downeast Maine 

were not being met.  Today Maine Seacoast Mission’s focus includes rural education and healthcare issues.  While they provide a 

wide array of support services, they only utilize mission trip volunteers in their Housing Repairs Program.  Downeast Maine has an 

old and decaying housing stock and the need for repairs and weatherization on these homes is constant. With the support of vol-

unteers, Maine Seacoast Mission is able to help their most vulnerable neighbors. 

 

The UCCB has reserved 20 spots for this trip.  We can always adjust this number later, so the more, the merrier! To join us you 

only need to be 18 or older (too “old” to participate in one of our youth mission trips).  While this is a “hammer and nails” experi-

ence, all levels of physical ability and expertise are welcome. 

 

Please contact Peter or Kellie Senghas for more information (psenghas@yahoo.com; ktsenghas@gmail.com; or 978-263-5508) 

Photo by Ginny Harris; Poetry by Nicolette Wellington Winter.   Stillness. 

Snow like white polar fleece coats the branches, 

blankets the landscape. 

Canada Geese 

peacefully wait for spring on a watery ice canal. 

Pink sunrise hints at spring. 

mailto:psenghas@yahoo.com
mailto:ktsenghas@gmail.com
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March Birthday Blessings 

“If your birthday doesn't appear in the appropriate edition of the Vestry News, please 

inform the church office of your birth month and day.  We'd love to celebrate you!" 

Christian Habersaat 03/02 

Jessica Shade  03/03 

Channing Migner  03/04 

Devon DiPaolo  03/06 

Bob Lane   03/06 

Ethan Rejto   03/06 

Grace Warwick  03/06 

Kayla Pieri   03/08 

Jimmy Connor  03/13 

Stephen Rejto  03/13 

Victoria Robinson 03/15 

Jodi Bond   03/17 

Janet Glidden  03/19 

Sarah Maker  03/20 

Colin Boyden  03/21 

Cheryl Daigle  03/22 

George Boyden  03/25 

Donald Cumming  03/25 

Laurel Dickson-Bull 03/25 

David DeLise  03/27 

Matthew Mayo  03/27 

Shawn Abetz  03/28 

Katherine Howie  03/29  

Advent & Christmas Decorations 
 

Is it too early or too late to think about Christmas? The answer: No!  

 

Did you know  the Advent decorations that we enjoy every year are routinely taken care of by the Deacons? 

The wreaths, banners, garlands, and candles that we love. The Deacon Ministry Team would like to start 

planning and even preparing new decorations for the church and sanctuary for next year, so that we can 

sedately enter the season with beauty and nerves in tact. If you would like to discuss creating a beautiful, 

sustainable, repeatable decorations plan that will welcome the community (and also be easy to do every 

year), please email Laurel Dickson-Bull at laureldave@verizon.net.  

  

 

Don’t forget to turn your 

clocks ahead one hour -

Sunday, March 13th 

mailto:laureldave@verizon.net


 

www.boxboroughucc.org 

978-263-7387 

boxborochurch@verizon.net 

Vestry News articles, ideas and 

submissions are welcome and due the 

third Sunday of each month.  The Vestry 

News is published prior to the first 

Sunday of each month.  

Please submit to:  

vestrynews@boxboroughucc.org 

March 2016 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 

723 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


