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Mark 10:13-16 
Jesus Always Sits at the Kids’ Table 
 
Let us pray… 
 
In this morning’s scripture reading, Jesus calls us to experiece God like little children do.  
You’ve really got to wonder if he knew what he was saying.   
 
A Catholic elementary school asked children questions about the Hebrew Scriptures and 
the New Testament.  Responses included the following: 
 

Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree, and Noah’s wife was called Joan 
of Ark. 
 
Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made  
unleavened bread which is bread without any ingredients. 
 
Moses died before he ever reached Canada.  Then Joshua led the  
Hebrews in the battle of Geritol. 
 
The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand  
still and he obeyed him. 
 
Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 
 
Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 
 
When the three wise guys from the east side arrived, they found  
Jesus in the manager. 
 
Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to others  
before they do one to you. 
 
St. Paul cavorted to Christianity.  He preached holy acrimony, which is another 
name for marriage. 
 
Christians have only one spouse.  This is called monotony. 

 
One Sunday in a Midwest city a young child was “acting up” during the morning worship 
hour.  The parents did their best to maintain some sense of order in the pew but were 
losing the battle.  Finally the father picked his son up and walked sternly down the aisle 
on his way out.  Just before reaching the safety of the foyer the little one called loudly to 
the congregation, “Pray for me!  Pray for me!” 
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This morning’s scripture passage is a common reading at baptisms in the Christian 
tradition.  In fact, the story of Jesus and the little children was used, by the early church, 
to support the practice of receiving children into the community through baptism.  
Generally, individuals entered into the early church as adults; they undertook a lengthy 
process of instruction, observation and indoctrination before undergoing immersion 
baptism.  Baptism was like a “second birth”, this one a birth into the church; then as now, 
baptism was seen as the mode of entrance into the community.  As this story of Jesus 
chastising the disciples and inviting kids into his presence was told in the community 
again and again, it gradually became acceptable to admit children into the community, 
and baptism was the method of entry. 
 
In our time, when the story of Jesus blessing the children comes up for discussion, there 
is a tendency to wax poetic on the wonderful innocence of children.  It is assumed that 
Jesus held the children up to the disciples as a model of faith because of their simplicity 
of thought, their openness to love, their willingness to accept.  No doubt you can easily 
envision the stained glass portrait of Jesus sitting on a big, Middle Eastern rock, with a 
child snuggling on his lap.  Of course, both Jesus and the child should be dark-haired, 
dark-skinned, dark-eyed, but probably the young one – most likely a boy – is pictured as 
a towhead.  At any rate, the child is gazing up at benevolent Jesus with wonder and love 
in his eyes, presenting us with the image of perfect faith.  That is the modern 
interpretation, and perhaps we hold onto it to weigh against the images of children 
thinking Joan of Ark was Noah’s wife or screaming “Pray for me” as they’re hauled out of 
the sanctuary. 
 
But the open and accepting innocence of children was not a familiar concept to the 
original audience of the gospel of Mark!  Children were not innocent, but ignorant, lacking 
understanding of serious teaching and thought.  In ancient Israel, children were not even 
considered persons in their own right.  They were possessions, owned by their fathers.  
Fathers decided whether children were even accepted into the family, and held complete 
authority over their children into adulthood.  Children had no status or power; they were 
the lowest of the low.  And yet it was to these that Jesus said the kin-dom of God 
belonged. 
 
What a radical notion for Jesus to share, that the kin-dom, that wonderful place of justice, 
peace, and love has, as its primary inhabitants, the lowest-of-the-low.  Jesus is turning 
everything the disciples believe upside down, and not for the first time.  It’s that whole 
“first shall be last, last shall be first” thing he kept on about.  But the disciples still haven’t 
gotten it.  In this scripture passage, the disciples are acting like Jesus’ bouncers, keeping 
the crowd at a distance and chasing away various “undesirables”.  They are, in the words 
of one commentator, simply “enforcing the standard social mores”; children should not be 
allowed to disturb the teacher and his students!  The disciples have not understood the 
nature of Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus’ teaching, healing and pastoral care are, specifically, 
inclusive, not exclusive!  And not just inclusive of all people, namely free men, but 
inclusive of that society’s non-persons too:  women, children, slaves.  For, indeed, that is 
what Jesus was proclaiming to his disciples, and what the gospel writer Mark was 
proclaiming to his audience:  the kin-dom of God does not bar itself against society’s non-
persons, nor even just let them in the back door.  Instead, it is to the non-persons that 
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the kin-dom belongs.  Makes sense, when you think about it.  Who should a realm of 
justice, peace and love belong to, if not those that the world has treated with injustice, 
ostracism and hatred?   
 
One comment about women in this passage.  If you’re thinking there aren’t any 
mentioned, you’re right.  But in my reading this week a commentator basically asked how 
all those children got there.  I’d imagined a sort of herd of children who had been playing 
together in the street and were drawn to Jesus first by the gathered crowd and then by 
his welcoming nature.  But it seems that it is more likely that the children were there with 
their mothers, who had come to hear Jesus’ teachings on equality and acceptance and 
God’s love for all people.  And Jesus knew that if the children were chased out of the 
crowd, their mothers would have to go away also!  And so with his words about receiving 
the children, Jesus addresses two categories of non-persons.  Jesus wanted the women 
to be able to stay and share, so he welcomed the children for whom they were 
responsible.  Jesus had to have been one of the first men concerned with the need for 
appropriate day care!   
 
…In order for those of us gathered here this morning to truly get an understanding of the 
significance of this passage, we need to tell this story in a new way.  For children are not 
considered “non-persons” by us; indeed, we dedicate our lives and our dollars and our 
belief systems to ensuring the nurture and success and happiness of children.  But there 
are still plenty of non-persons in our midst.  Who are the non-persons today?  Indigenous 
people, undocumented workers, folks held captive by mental illness, transgender youth…   
 
If Jesus were to draw a crowd in downtown Boston this afternoon,  
as he spoke about the need for affordable mental health treatment,  
protection for the environment, 
funding for inner city schools,  
the need to face institutional racism, 
religious dialogue  
- you know, kindom-of-God stuff - 
his closest followers might be likely to escort  
Mayor Marty Walsh, Governor Charlie Baker,  
potential big donors & religious leaders to the front row,  
while encouraging the unshaven guys holding out the worn Styrofoam cups to keep on 
moving.   
But Jesus would stop mid-sentence and push through the crowd,  
gather the folks without homes to him  
and bring them right into the center of the gathered people.   
Before kindly asking the mayor and governor and their friends  
to give up their seats and move to the back  
he’d probably get each of them to divide the money in their pockets  
into those Styrofoam cups. 
And then he’d tell everybody  
that the future of the world depends on these men and women,  
the ones with the bad teeth, layers of gray clothing,  
and collections of plastic bags, 
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because any political party, economic plan, or American dream 
that doesn’t listen to their voices, take them into account, and include them 
won’t, in the end, succeed, certainly won’t bring about the KINdom, 
and Jesus wouldn’t want anything to do with it. 
Neither, I believe, would God.  Amen. 


