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The Gospel According to Star Wars 
 
Let us pray... 
 
A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away...  things were very different than our time and 
place.  There were Wookies, and blasters, and Death Stars.  And yet, things were also 
quite similar to here and now.  There were friends willing to risk their lives to help each 
other, governments willing to kill people to shore up their own power, and wise mentors 
challenging and testing those who wanted to learn. 
 
Let me be honest - I didn’t see Star Wars when it came out in the theaters in 1977, 
probably didn’t see the movie until about ten years later.  I’m not sure I’ve even seen all 
three of the “prequel” movies.  I like Star Wars, but I’m not a fanatic.  So let’s not be 
surprised when I get something wrong or miss something obvious.  Like passages of 
scripture, there are many different ways to approach these stories. 
 
To make up for my ignorance, over the last few months, I’ve done research into the Star 
Wars movies, both fun and serious.  My Star Wars name is on the back of the bulletin:  
Worcy Smwes.  And a personality test revealed which Star Wars character I am:  Luke 
Skywalker, because - and I quote - “You value your friends and loved ones, but can 
sometimes act recklessly because of your emotions.  Occasionally you resort to 
whining.  You look ahead to great things for yourself.”  At least I wasn’t Jar Jar Binks. 
 
And if you don’t know who Jar Jar Binks is, that probably means some or all of the Star 
Wars movies aren’t familiar to you.  I hope and trust you’ll still find some meaning in this 
service today. 
 
Because Star Wars tells a ancient, familiar story.  Joseph Campbell’s work in “A Hero 
With a Thousand Faces” gave Star Wars’ creator George Lucas the template for the 
story.  In very different places, at very different times, people tell the same sorts of 
stories:  an individual of humble origins receives a call to adventure, resists the call, 
receives supernatural aid, begins the adventure, and so on.  The pattern is replicated in 
movie after movie, like the Matrix; book after book, like Lord of the Rings; religion after 
religion, including Christianity. 
 
Following these patterns, many folks within the Christian tradition have noted the 
similarities between Christianity and Star Wars, and have determined Lucas was writing 
a Christian allegory, like C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, a symbolic 
retelling of the Christian story.  They see Luke as Jesus, both born in humble 
backwaters.  Jesus resists the “Dark Side” of the devil in the Wilderness.  Like Luke, 
Jesus is raised by someone who is not his “real” father.  Meanwhile, other folks in the 
Christian tradition have invested energy in emphasizing the differences between the 
Christian story and Star Wars, emphasizing the former’s superiority over the latter.  
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Some folks see Star Wars as being closer to an “Eastern” tradition, vaguely Buddhist.  
George Lucas has said repeatedly that he wasn’t trying to retell the Christian story or 
create a new religion - mostly he was just trying to make a movie.  A movie that, by its 
first viewing, he thought would probably flop.   
 
But it didn’t flop, to say the least.  My research was overwhelming.  There is SO much 
written about Star Wars, from blogs to books to PhD dissertations!  Star Wars has 
spawned an “empire” including novels and TV series and video games and 
merchandise and at least one religion, called the Temple of the Jedi Order, whether 
George Lucas approves or not.   
 
But as I talk about Star Wars I am not treating it as its own religion, or as an allegory for 
Christianity, or as an allegory for any other religion.  It’s a narrative that grabs the 
imagination, offering us insight as well as entertainment.  You might remember that the 
word “Gospel” means “Good news”.  So what is the “good news” of Star Wars?  No 
doubt there are lots of answers to that question, but here are my six, one for each movie 
made so far, although my focus is on the original three. 
 
1.  You don’t have to be perfect to be a hero.  Luke, Han, Leia and Chewwy are all 
decidedly imperfect.  They are immature, bossy, whiny, clumsy.  They are thieves with 
raging egos and anger management problems.  They are this close to incest.  Not what 
we’re usually looking for in role models.  And yet they save the galaxy repeatedly, risk 
their own lives for each other, eventually listen to their mentors, and grow into better 
human beings.  This is my favorite kind of hero - someone as broken as I am, who gives 
me hope that I, too, can bless the world. 
 
Two more favorites in the first Star Wars trilogy are Obi-Wan and Yoda:  a retired guy 
who went from mighty spiritual warrior to “Old Ben”, and a swamp creature crossed with 
Einstein.  It just goes to show - heroes don’t come in specific sizes, or ages, or species.  
We can learn from each other no matter how different we are, and each of us has a part 
to play in saving the world.  Good news number one:  You don’t have to be perfect to be 
a hero. 
 
2.  There is a Force at work in the world.  “The Force” is probably the most overtly 
spiritual component of the Star Wars series.  According to Lucas, “the Force” isn’t God, 
per se.  Lucas envisioned the Force as a device to help young people in particular 
reflect on the mystery of the universe, to ask themselves whether or not they believe in 
a God, and if so, what sort of a God.  Within the movies, the Force is complex, defined 
in different ways in different movies.  In the first one, Obi-Wan says, “The Force is what 
gives a Jedi his power.  It’s an energy field created by all living things.  It surrounds us 
and penetrates us.  It binds the galaxy together.”  As implied in the Word for All Ages, I 
join many others in seeing the Force as synonymous with God, or the Divine Spark, or 
the Holy Spirit - a source of life and power for love.  In the original Star Wars movie, bad 
guy Admiral Motti picks on Darth Vader for his “sad devotion to that ancient religion”.  
Vader uses the strength of that “ancient religion” to choke Motti, while uttering the 
famous line “I find your lack of faith disturbing”.  Obviously I disagree with Vader’s use 
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of the Force in this way, but it’s a pretty snappy comeback, better than anything I’ve 
ever come up with when people wonder why I work at such an “outdated institution” as 
the church.  More importantly, the Good News of Star Wars is that there is a Force at 
work in the world. 
 
3.  Good News number three:  Death is not to be feared.  For a popular movie series, 
Star Wars’ teachings on death are pretty deep.  In Star Wars, death is not the end.  
Throughout the Star Wars movies, characters who have died play cameos in future 
scenes.  They come to give comfort, encouragement or advice.  Yoda says this is due 
to the Force:  “Through the Force”, he says, “things you will see.  Other places.  The 
future...the past.  Old friends long gone.”  Yoda also says, “Death is a natural part of life.  
Rejoice for those around you who transform into the Force.”  Obi-Wan allows himself to 
be killed by Darth Vader so he can become part of the Force and help Luke, promising 
Vader, “Strike me down and I will become more powerful than you can possibly 
imagine.”  In the Force - in God - nothing can be destroyed, we are forever bound 
together.  When we no longer walk this earth together, we are somehow even more 
connected, as we become truly part of each other.  The Good News of Star Wars is that 
death is natural, and does not separate us. 
 
4.  Darkness and Light are One.  Our culture tends to see dualism everywhere:  
something is good OR bad, black OR white, dark OR light.  This dualism creates 
separation, division, “us vs. them”.  But the Force has both darkness AND light.  You 
can focus on one more than the other, but you can’t separate them.  Some writers have 
drawn this as a distinction between Star Wars and Christianity:  God / the Holy Spirit is 
ONLY good, white, light, unlike the Force.  But I believe God IS in everything, is part OF 
everything, no matter what, so for me this all-encompassing Force is “good news”.  
There is nothing God doesn’t touch, nowhere God won’t go, God is in all things.  And 
thank goodness, because it’s often pretty hard to know which action would be right or 
wrong, which side is good or bad...  Yoda makes Luke Skywalker train with a light saber 
with a helmet over his head, so he cannot see.  He tells Luke, “Your eyes can deceive 
you, don’t trust them.”  Indeed, the man who Luke thinks killed his father IS his father.  
Did I mention that this sermon is also a total spoiled for anyone who hasn’t seen the 
movies?  Anyway, the Good News is that everything is part of the Force - darkness, 
light, and all. 
 
5.  The Force is with YOU.  So according to my research this week, characters in the 
Star Wars movies almost always say “May the Force be with YOU” or “The Force is 
strong with YOU”, not “May the Force be with US” or “...is strong with US”.  There is one 
notable exception I was able to find.  Count Dooku, bad guy in Episode II, says to Darth 
Sidious, another bad guy, “The force is with us.”  Which, of course, it really wasn’t.  In 
the mythology of Star Wars, you don’t brag about the Force being with you, the Force 
doesn’t work this way.  Instead, you bestow a blessing on others by asking that the 
Force be with them.  This is believed to be an intentional mirroring of the phrase from 
Christian tradition:  May God be with you.  I really like this notion, that you don’t call 
upon the Force for yourself, but seek to bless - and be blessed by - someone else.   
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In a world where we’re so often encouraged to “look out for number one”, this “May the 
Force be with you” is a subtle mantra, inviting us to call on all light and love to surround 
others, trusting that others are doing the same for us.  I’ll think of this now on Sunday 
mornings, when we say “May God’s peace be with you”, hearing how powerful it is that 
we ask for this blessing on each other. 
 
6.  We have everything we need, and everything that hurts us.  It is so often tempting to 
wait for someone to come along who looks like a hero, and appears to have all the 
answers, with fancy weapons or maybe super powers.  But we already have all the gifts 
and tools we need to live lives of justice and peace. 
 
And in the same way, it’s easy to blame the outside world for everything bad that 
happens to us, without realizing our own self-destructive behaviors and self-limiting 
thinking. 
 
When Luke is training with Yoda, Yoda sends him into some tree thing that is full of “the 
dark side”.  Luke is can feel the coldness of the place, and apprehensively asks Yoda 
what’s in there.  Yoda answers, “Only what you take with you.”  Everything Luke feared 
was in that cave, because Luke would be in that cave.  Yoda had already taught him:  
“Fear is the path to the dark side.”  The greatest threat to Luke was his own fears.   
 
But if the Force is in and among all of us, we have what we need to battle places of fear, 
anger and greed.  Yoda told Luke, you will know (the good from the bad) when you are 
calm, at peace...A Jedi uses the Force for knowledge and defense, never for attack.”  
When we feel our connection to the Force, we have everything we need.  That’s Star 
Wars Good News number six. 
 
Remember, my friends, that our teacher, Jesus, used whatever was at hand to teach 
the people about God’s love - seeds and bread and fish and travelers.  We can find God 
in just about any story, any conversation, any meal.  May we keep our eyes and minds 
and hearts wide open, and everywhere we go we will see the Force.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 


